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PREFACE 



The following Lectures were written for, and 
delivered to, young University laymen who 
were contemplating Holy Orders. The 
Appendix is a dissertation, not a lecture, on 
a different but kindred subject on which I 
had been requested to write. The Lectures 
and Appendix have been written piecemeal, 
amid the stress of varied and constant work, 
and this must be the apology for their style. 

The selection of subjects was partly made 
for me, as will be seen by reference to the 
footnote on p. 4. But the treatment of 
them has been mainly determined by con- 
versation and correspondence for years past 
with young laymen and clergy. I know how 
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difificult it is, perhaps impossible, for any one 
to enter into the thoughts and needs of men 
of active minds forty years younger than him- 
self. This, however, is what I have tried to 
do ; and they alone can be judges how far I 
may have succeeded in helping them to see 
that the ministry of the Church of England 
is possible to men who feel the call to pastoral 
work, but dare not sacrifice intellectual honesty 
and activity, and freedom to "follow the 
gleam." 

The Lectures do not profess to do more than 
deal with "attitudes of mind." They touch 
principles : they do not enter into details. But 
I am well aware that on details also guidance 
to ordinands is much desired and needed, 
and such guidance should be extremely clear 
and plain. How are they to view and to 
teach Bible stories, such as the Creation, the 
Fall, and the Flood, or the giving of the Law, 
and in general the miraculous narratives of 
the Old Testament ? What may they say, and 
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when, and how ? And New Testament prob- 
lems, and the interpretation of the relation of 
the language to the substance of the Creeds, 
call for the most truthful and spiritual teaching. 
Some of these questions, and others going 
deep into philosophy, have been brought to 
me in private. No lectures to young clergy 
and ordinands would be more useful than 
conversations on such difficulties. It is difficult 
to believe that such difficulties were entirely 
unfelt at any epoch, by any individual, however 
simple : the ** assent " of a thoughtful con- 
science must always, one would think, have 
been subject to some qualification. But now 
the Ethics of assent and of conformity have for 
obvious reasons become more difficult ; and it 
is wiser to face these difficulties and go on, 
than to shut our eyes, or even go back. 

In these Lectures and Appendix there is 
nothing, I believe, which is at all startling or 
novel : the thoughts and principles are either 
familiar to most of us, or such as all may accept. 



